310             VISIT  TO THE  HOLY PLACES,
had a view of part of the Dead Sea, lying deep
in a vale, and hemmed in on the east by the high
mountains of Arabia, we came, in about half an
hour, to the village of Beife-Ania, or Bethany.
It consists, at present, of only thirty or forty
dwellings, but it is visited on account of a grotto
there, which is called the Sepulchre of Lazarus.
The building, called the House of Lazarus, is no
longer distinguishable, but the supposed place of
his interment is still shewn.
We descended into it by a flight of narrow
steps, to the number of about twenty-five, and
first reached "a small square apartment, where
there is an altar of earth, on which the Latin
friars say mass twice in the year. Below this, on
the left, we descended by three or four steps
into a vaulted room, about eight or ten fe6t
square, and of sufficient height to admit of our
Standing upright, This room was arched over
with masonry; and the appearance of the whole,
from the small door of entrance above, and the
steps leading down to the two rooms below, was
rather like the portion of some ancient dwelling
than of a tomb. As, however, it is situated in
Bethany, and the grave of Lazarus is said to
have been a caye on which a stone lay*, it
* St. John, xi. 38.